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Introduction 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into 
merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful 
living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a 
reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ. 
 
 



       ---———————- GATHERING —————————  
         

 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
GATHERING SONG   
                “HOUSE OF THE LORD” 

                Music/lyrics Jonathan Smith, Phil Wickham 
                  © 2020 Be Essential Songs; Cashagamble Jet Music; Phil Wickham Music;  

                          Simply Global Songs Admin: Essential Music Publishing LLC 

 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. Amen. 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways 
we act with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we 
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst 
about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us 
your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in 
Christ’s ways.  Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have called 

you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made free. 

Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE         ALL CREATURES WORSHIP GOD MOST HIGH (ELW 835)  
 

 
 



 
 
Text: Francis of Assisi  1182-1226 tr. Composite Music: Lasst Uns Erfreuen Geistliche Kirchengesange Koln 1623 Text ©1997 Augsburg Fortress 

    

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.   

     
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, 
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we 
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

   ——————— WORD——————— 
  CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

  PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

FIRST READING                     GENESIS 45:3-11,15
   
     3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  

  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I 
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry 
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For 
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there 
will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 



    9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 
me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your 
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more 
years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come 
to poverty.’ ” 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers 
talked with him.   
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL                      LUKE 6:27-38
           

  The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

      [Jesus said:] 27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not 
ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
  

  32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do 
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. 
 

  37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ.     

    

 
SERMON                                         PASTOR DAVID YOUNG
              



HYMN OF THE DAY        
                “LIVING HOPE” 

     Music and lyrics Brian Johnson, Phil Wickham 
            © 2017  Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs; Sing My Songs;  

   Bethel Music Publishing Admin Bethel Music Pub  
 

         

      

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH                   The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

Each petition will end with “God of grace” and the response will be “hear our prayer.” 
 
 
SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 
 

——— MEAL ——— 
OFFERING 

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 
Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code. 

 
  

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION  
                        “CITY CALLED HEAVEN” 
                 Spiritual arr. Josephine Poelinitz 
                 Cinde Wollenberg , Soloist  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

 

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take 
delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received from your 
bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to day. Amen. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the lord our god.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
 

 
 
 



HOLY HOLY HOLY 
 

 

 
 

 
JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to our Lord’s table of inclusion. 
A table that hosts believers and betrayers, favored and outcast, seeker and disciple. 

 
 

Come to our Lord’s table of forgiveness. 

A table that invites all, regardless of shame, sin, or past. 
  

Come to our Lord’s table of assurance. 
A table that nourishes us through forgiveness, grace, and peace. 

  

Come to the Table. 
For the Lord Jesus is with us, and all are welcome! 

 

 
 

 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform 
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.  

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice 

 is also available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing 



LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 COMMUNION HYMN  
           “GRAVES INTO GARDENS” 
                            Music/lyrics Brandon Lake, Chris Brown, et al. 

      © 2019 Brandon Lake Music; Maverick City Publishing Worldwide;  
        Music by Elevation Worship Publishing; Bethel Music Publishing  
        Admin Bethel Music Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC  

 

 
 
 
 COMMUNION BLESSING 

            –—————— SENDING ————— 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG                                    LIFT HIGH THE CROSS (ELW 660) 
 

           
 
Text: George W. Kitchin 1827-1912 rev. Michael R Newbolt 1874-1956 Music: Crucifer Sydney H Nicholson 1875-1947 Text and Music ©1974 Hope Publishing Company 

 
DISMISSAL  
 

May the peace of Christ go with you, wherever He may send you 
May He guide you through any wilderness and shelter you through any storm 
May He bring you home rejoicing at the wonders He will show you 
May He bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors 

 

Go in peace, share the good news, and do what love does! 
 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2077 North Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603, 540-662-3245 
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